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An Address Made Before the State Convention of the 
Knights of Columbus, at Burlington, Vt. 


Y OU have done great things during the war for coun- 
try and for God. At the call of the bugle and the 
drum you gave your noblest and your best to the 
service of the cause which summoned our young man- 
hood to cross the seas and mount guard and fight 
and die on the frontiers of freedom. Many of your 
fellow-Knights lie buried in Flanders Fields where 
“poppies blow, between the crosses row on row,” or 
on some hillside in France, where they rest in peace 
and glory in their soldiers’ graves. Knights of Col- 
umbus, they died as heroes die, their face to the foe. 
Their brothers in the bonds of knighthood who could 
not follow them in the ranks of the army, imitated in 
their own sphere and within their powers their ex- 
ample. At home, in cantonment, training camp and hos- 
pital, abroad, to the sound of the.guns and the thun- 
der of battle on fields whose names will be as dear to 
Americans as those of Bennington, and Lexington, 
Concord and Bunker Hill, at Saint Mihiel and Verdun, 
in the almost impenetrable fastnesses of the Argonne, 
they stood close to the soldier to cheer him, to bind 
his wounds, to write the last message perhaps of the 
dying hero to his loved ones at home. They did not 
ask the religion of the American fighters. It made no 
matter to them whether they were Protestants, Cath- 
olics, or Jews. They were men that needed help, en- 
couragement, comfort, cheer. All that was given in the 
spirit of true knighthood. It was a splendid service, 
as patriotic in its manifestation as it was Catholic in 
the principles and the motives on which it was founded: 
For that whole-hearted service and that spirit of loy- 
alty to the flag and its ideals, for your adherence to | 
the teaching of that. Faith which will ever be your 
best safeguard as it is your highest honor, you have 
the admiration and the thanks of your countrymen. 
But your task is not yet done. God grant that the 
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bugle may no more summon you to the field of battle! 
We have seen enough of the horrors of war. Four 
years and four months of blood, slaughter, desola- 
tion and ruin, of tears, of hunger and death, years 
in which the clouds of heaven and the depths of ocean 
added to the already known terrors of war their ghast- 
ly conquests, should teach the world that almost any 
sacrifice, short of the sacrifice of honor, should be made 
to lessen, if it cannot entirely crush the power of the 
rifle and the sword. The temple of Moloch, the heart- 
less deity that joys in the destruction of his own wor- 
shipers, must be swept away. Its pillars must be 
caught in the hands of some mighty Samson and pulled 
forever to the ground. Over the spot where the hideous 
shrine and its idol stood, we must build the temple of 
peace, of charity and love. 

War is destruction. Even for the victor it entails 
loss of life, of economic and commercial resources. It 
means the deterioration of those social and moral factors 
which make up the life of the nation and the individual. 
During the crisis of actual warfare, while the din of 
battle fills the air and flags starred with victory and 
fluttering over conquering heroes, beckon the soldier 
to the paths of glory, with death facing the fighter, 
there is undoubtedly in most men, a spiritual revival, 
a keener appreciation of the sancitities of life, a more 
willing submission to the moral restraints imposed up- 
on the individual by conscience and by faith. But with 
the dawn of peace, the restraints imposed by the mailed 
fist of war are, if not entirely cast aside, at least 
loosened. A new danger more fraught with evil con- 
sequences perhaps than war itself, faces the individual 
and the nation. In such a crisis all are called upon to 
build anew the structure of society, to reconstruct it. 
according to the safe plans upon which that society 
in the past was founded. Reconstruction is the motto 
of the day. It is also the supreme need of the hour. In 

-its manifold tasks. we find just the very opportunity 

which you, Knights of Columbus, are called upon to 
meet in the same spirit, with the same enthusiasm 
which you displayed at home and abroad, individually 
and as a-body during the stress of war. 
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TRUE RECONSTRUCTION 


There has been physical, material, economic and 
industrial destruction on a fearful scale during the 
war. Nay, during the years that preceded it, a social 
and religious deterioration still continuing and becom- 
ing more and more pronounced, has been going on. It 
is evident that we must rebuild. But we must rebuild 
on the right foundations, with the right principles, the 
correct end in view. If not, we shall erect a tower of 
Babel, not a temple of peace. For the economic and 
industrial reconstruction so absolutely needed now, 
we have the admirable plan put forth some weeks 
ago by the four Bishops of the National Catholic War 
Council. That plan is bold, popular, logical, timely, 
practical and just. In every line and suggestion we 
feel the throb of the heart of the Church whose dearest 
children are the poor and the toiler, whose claims are 
admirably presented without infringing on the rights 
of the rich. That program should be in the hands of 
every Catholic. Every Council of the Knights of 
Columbus should make it a point to understand its 
principles and to endeavor to put into practice, as far 
as possible, its truly democratic, wide-visioned and 
patriotic suggestions. 

But it is not our purpose in this celebration to em- 
phasize this industrial side of the great work before 
you. If the Bishops have laid stress upon this econ- 
omic and industrial factors of reconstruction, they by 
no means imply that these are the only ones. They 
know that, important and noble as it is, there is a more 
important task. The reconstruction which they out- 
line is a reconstruction mainly from without. There 
is a reconstruction from within which is still more im- 
perative. We cannot, so to say, lock the question of 
social reconstruction within the narrow limits of ma- 
terial benefits and blessings, however desirable, 
brought within reach of the greatest number. The 
Bishops warn against that very danger when they 
point to the words of Leo XIII: “Society can be 
healed in no other way than by a return to Christian 
life and.Christian institutions.” “Man liveth not by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out 
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of the mouth of God.” To confine this reconstruction 
which all desire to purely material benefits would be 
to imitate the government of the Caesars of pagan 
Rome, the Neros, the Caligulas, the Domitians and 
Caracallas who thought that they had fulfilled- their 
duties, when heeding the cry of the Romans, “Panem 
et Circenses,” they sated them with cruel games of 
the amphitheatre and flung them contemptuously 
a crust of bread. That surely is not enough. For the 
Catholic, the Bishops would tell us, that is but a poor 
and inadequate program. The Catholic program, the 
program of the Bishops who so eloquently insist upon 
the industrial and economic restoration of the country, 
is the program which the Church of Christ has ever 
fallowed throughout her long history. She is the most 
effective constructive and reconstructive power the 
world has seen. She is the great builder of societies. 
From her is derived all that is best in our civilization. 
She has not failed in the past. Before the problems 
that face her now she does not quail. (Startling as are 
the problems which front the world today they cannot 
be compared in difficulty and complexity with the 
awful state of that society into which she was flung in 
the very first days of her existence. The political con- 
ditions then were worse than in the most autocratic 
States of Europe in the days of emperor or czar. One 
man’s will, the will of a Nero, or a Diocletian or a 
Julian, was absolute law. By that will, life and death 
were decreed at the whim of a despot. The Church made 
the despot realize that there were some laws which 
even he had to respect. Family life was tainted at its 
very source. Divorce defiled the home, the father was 
the absolute master of the life of his child, woman was 
degraded. The Church entered the family circle, threw 
the mantle of her protection around the wife, the 
mother and the child and restored society to its dignity 
at its very fountain-head. The whole economic sys- 
tem of Rome and the pagan world was built upon 
slavery. Gradually the Church broke the chains of the 
slave and recalled to the world the solemn truth that 
the slave was a man, and that no one, consul, emperor 
or master, should treat him like a chattel or use him 
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as an instrument or a tool for his pleasure or caprice.» 
The Church reconstructed society from within. It 
was a moral birth at which she aimed. That regenera- 
tion took time. It cost tears and suffering; it was the 
work of many years. The foundations on which the 
work arose were cemented by the blood of martyrs. 
The work was done in secret almost, in the darkness of 
the Catacombs, in Roman prisons, in the holds of 
Roman galleys, where Christian slaves toiled at the 
oar, but taught their fellow-bondsmen that they were 
the children of liberty; that a Caesar might bind their 
hands and shackle them at the bench, but that they 
were the heirs of a great kingdom and the sons of God. 


How THE CHuRCH SAVED SOCIETY 


Slowly the soul of the Roman and pagan world was 
reborn. Men had forgotten that God was their mas- 
ter and their lord, that He was the source of power, 
that He had to be adored, loved and served. They had 
forgotten that they were responsible to Him for every 


word and thought and act. They had shifted the 
moral center of the universe from the Creator to the 
creature. Man himself was his own last end. Outside 
of him there was no other law. False deities had been 
set up in the place of the only true and living God. 
Force ruled supreme. Might was right. Life was one 
mad rush for the glittering prizes of riches, pleasure 
and power. Hatred and lust and avarice and cruelty 
reigned in the heart. The intellect had lost the very 
notion of truth. Chastity, honor, self-restraint, humil- 
ity, charity, justice had been hooted into ex‘le. If a 
few dreamy-eyed scholars vaguely talked of life after 
death, or punishment for sin, they were laughed at or 
-listened to with contempt. The evil was deep-seated. 
The individual and society were smitten with a mortal 
disease. 

The Church saw that healing had to come from with- 
in. Human remedies seemed to be powerless. She had 
one code of reconstruction, however; one program of 
reform. She had the social legislation of the Gospel, and 
a Divine weapon and instrument of salvation which 
has never failed, the Cross. With that code first ap- 
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plied to the individual, received and welcomed by him, 
energizing in his life and.in his home, in the wife, the 
child, the husband, the father, the master, the prince, 
she knew that she had the lever to move the world out 
of the grooves in which it was fast slipping down to 
the precipice of moral and social ruin. In the midst of 
the mad orgy of Roman and Greek pagan life, while 
the shouts of hate and discord, the echoes of fierce 
rivalries for power and honors, the cry of despair of 
the slave, the woman, the child, rang in her ears and 
rived her heart, she lifted up the Cross. On that Cross 
a strange mysterious Being hung in agony. From the 
thorn-crowned brow and the pierced hands and feet 
and heart, beams of power refulgent with the might 
of the Divinity irradiated the world. They flashed 
with lightning stroke into the minds, the hearts of the 
corrupt generation, the strange words, justice, charity, 
purity, chastity, self-control. That Cross conquered. 
Under its sheltering arms men learnt of their true 
dignity, of their brotherhood, of their common origin 
and destiny. The master read the lesson -of justice to 
his slave, the ruler, that authority is given him through 
the people from God not to grind them down in pov- 
erty, nor force them to sell the product of their toil 
and their labor as if it were the product of a machine. 
The Cross told them eloquently in the story of the Vic- 
tim who died on it for the salvation of the world, that 
God was the common Father of all, that He loved them 
all, and to redeem and save prince and peasant, bond 
and free He gave them His only-begotten Son. The 
Gospel became the charter of their common liberties. 
Its lessons guided their lives, and its laws and spirit 
permeated the whole fabric of the commonwealth. 
Never, not even now, has the world had the need of 
reconstruction which it had in that dark, cruel, sensual 
age of paganism, so splendidly breaking into the dawn 
of Christian restoration through the lessons of the 
Cross. Whenever there is need of a similar regenera- 
tion, the Church of Christ knows of no better means 
to accomplish the work. It is ever to the Cross she 
goes, in the bright hours of the Middle Ages as in the 
dark hour of the barbarism of the fourth and fifth cen- 
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turies, as now in the midst of the most advanced mate- 
rial civilization which the world has seen. There she 
finds her inspirations. From the lips of the Crucified 
Christ she receives her code of reconstruction. Those 
Divine lips speak the oracles of the very wisdom and 
love and charity of God. They have never failed. 

Reconstruction of society must begin then with the 
renovation of the heart of the individual through the 
practice of the lessons taught us by the Saviour and the 
Restorer of the world. The sociology of the Gospel is 
the sociology of the Beatitudes, of the Ten Command- 
ments, of the Our Father, of the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. It is the only one which can authorita- 
tively check the inordinate greed of the capitalist and 
keep the laborer from making unjust demands, sanc- 
tion the principle of authority and at the same time 
tell the State and its representatives that there are 
certain bounds within which it has no jurisdiction, no 
power, and that God and conscience are above the 
State. The Cross and the Gospel of Our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ must be your primer and your 
text-book of social and moral regeneration whose 
dawn you will hasten by absolute fidelity to their 
sacred teachings. 


TueE Catt To LEADERSHIP 


That is your program. What should be the men 
who are to carry it out? What should you be, Knights 
of Columbus, whose hands have already labored so 
valiantly in the cause of patriotism and for the social 
and economic welfare of the American fighter? Those 
men should be leaders. That leadership you’ have 
bravely won in the ranks of the Catholic laity. We 
needed you. You have splendidly responded. Hon- 
ored as your name was before the war, you have given 
it a new significance, a new luster. Thousands did 
not know of you before or only vaguely, Now the title 
of Knight of Columbus is known and respected in every 
city and hamlet of our country where there was a sol- 
dier-boy in the service.( Your uniform was a badge of 
honor second only to that of the indomitable heroes who 
fought under Foch and Pershing.) When the call to 
leadership came, thank God, it did not find you wanting, 
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The call has come again, more imperative even now. 
If that call does not thrill you with its message, if it does 
not urge you to the same generosity and sacrifices, 
you will not be true to the record you have made. 
You will disappoint the high hopes your Bishops, your 
friends, your country build upon you. You will not 
fail. For you have the same motives, the same ideals 
and forces to guide you now in the patriotic and Cath- 
olic task awaiting you as you had in the two years 
in which you stood shoulder to shoulder with our boys 
in Flanders and in France. Stand for justice and truth 
at home as you stood for liberty and freedom abroad. 
You were the friends of the men in the trenches, in 
the snows of winter and the summer heats, under the 
galling fire from the enemy’s guns. Hold up the hands 
that held the rifle in the Argonne, hands about to fall 
perhaps in their beloved America under the galling 
yoke of economic, commercial and social bondage. The 
fighter is now the toiler; cheer him, befriend and help 
him. You fought against oppression and autocracy. 
Tolerate none here in the land of freedom. Fight 
honorably as Americans do, in the open, without fear, 
for your constitutional rights, for national honor, for 
the dignity of your family life, for the sacred and in- 
alienable right to educate your children in the love and 
the fear of God, the only solid foundations of true and 
genuine patriotism. Fight for religious freedom. Be- 
cause you are Catholics do not allow yourselves to 
become political outcasts or pariahs or tools. This is 
the land of Columbus. We need make no apology for 
our existence here. Your rights are guaranteed by 
the Constitution and the laws. Let the world know you 
mean to guard and maintain them. 
You were leaders in the war. Be leaders in peace. 
Leadership has been thrust upon you. It found you 
ready to assume its responsibilities. Opportunity 


knocks at your door again. Its star hangs poised over 
your house. Follow its call. 






















Tue Duty or LEADERSHIP 


Leadership is a sacred duty. It is the one desire of 
your Catholic countrymen that you assume it. Be- 
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hind every cause stands the leader. If he fails the 
cause fails. If he does not measure up to the standard, 
the cause is lost. In some causes, if the one man fails, 
disaster and ruin are chronicled on the pages of his- 
tory. For three and a half years the armies of the 
Allies, heroic as their record was, achieved no perma- 
nent military results, and at one time, about a year and 
a half ago, well-nigh faced irreparable disaster, becatse 
either the authorities were unwilling to recognize the 
necessity of supreme leadership, or looked in vain for 
the leader or were unwilling to appoint the right man. 
At last a man, a leader is appointed. A great soldier, 
a man of thorough scientific training, master of all 
the intricacies of modern warfare, of wide vision, of in- 
domitable will, slow to plan, lightning-like to execute, 
fearless, knowing when to wait, when to strike, with 
a few principles absolutely certain to help him in his 
task, the central one of which is that wars are never 
won by remaining on the defensive, is entrusted with 
the command of several millions of men. Ferdinand 
Foch, the great Catholic soldier, is made Allied Com- 
mander-in-Chief. What a dramatic change! He 
wrests these millions from impending disaster. He 
hurls them forward with the magnetism of his genius 
and his faith in Flanders, in Champagne, in the Ar- 
gonne, on the Marne. He orders Pershing to strike 
at St. Mihiel, Haig at Mount Kemmel, bids Pétain 
swing forward the veterans of Gouraud and Mangin 
to break the last defenses of the Hindenburg line, with 
the aid of men from Vermont and Alabama, New York 
and Illinois, thrilled to serve under such a commander. 
He carries his hosts to victory. That is leadership. That 
is manhood. That is the one thing we need. 

Knights of Columbus, Catholics are looking for re- 
ligious and patriotic leaders in education, and eco- 
nomics, in every form of effort and activity among 
the Catholic laymen. They scan your ranks ‘to see 
whether leaders there are to be found. They want 
them as great in their line as Ferdinand Foch was in 
his. They want the man trained intellectually, ready to 
face thé ‘religious, social; educational, economic qties- 
-tions.-of the .age,. the. man -with the large. and-sound 
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principles of Catholic philosophy firmly grasped and 
with the power and the ability to apply them to our 
needs. They are looking for another Ozanam, to plead 
the cause of the poor man, to better his lot, ennoble the 
life of his wife and children, they are searching for a 
Garcia Moreno to bring like the martyred President of 
Ecuador the principles of the Gospel into the execu- 
tive chair, the government of the commonwealth. They 
seek a Count de Mun to plead the cause of justice, of 


-truth, of Catholic education, of the Catholic family in 


the press, in the halls of legislature without fear of 
the frown or the hate of power. Now is the hour 
for the Catholic layman to show the mettle that is in 
him. The day is his if he will take it for God, for 
country, for his fellowman. 

' For that mission the Catholic layman, the Knight 
of Columbus, must be trained. He must be ready by 


-serious and unceasing study to understand modern prob- 


lems. He must not be afraid to take his part in shap- 


‘ing the policies and the programs whatever they be, 


that make for the welfare of the nation. We com- 
plain that at tirnes Catholics are not sufficiently rep- 
resented on the Boards of Education, in charities 
work, in the social movements for the care of children 


_and the poor, or in the larger councils of the nation. 


Very often the reason is that we have not the ex- 
perts, the trained men and women, the specialist 
needed for the position. You must supply them! 

We are not looking for power, for social prestige. 
We do hot want political patronage or advancement. 
But we demand to be treated fairly, constitutionally. 
We desire to bring home to the American people, the 
sound and ennobling principles of our Faith not in a 


| -spirit of offensive proselytism, but because we know 


that those principles will bring untold blessings and 
lasting peace to our beloved country. To that coun- 
try we owe our best and most loyal service. America 


_-must and will have it. 


THE LEADER’s EQUIPMENT 
Not only must thé leaders we are seeking be intel- 


jlectually trained, practical men, in touch with modern 
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problems studied under the light of Catholic principles, 


they must be men of the strongest moral fiber, men of 
character in the highest sense of the word. We need 
leaders of pure and noble lives. The leaders whose 
lips babble of virtue and honesty, of religion and pa- 
triotism, but who lead lives of sinful gratification, of 
indulgence, of heartlessness and injustice and make of 
religion a stepping-stone to political or social prefer- 
ment, are not of that high band by whom salvation 
comes to Israel. The Catholic leaders we need from 
your ranks are the men of strong convictions, men 
willing to put these convictions into practice and if 
need be to suffer and die for them. These are the 


men who in the practice of their faith are not afraid. 


of the contempt, the sarcasm, the frown of the world 
and of the world’s injustice, but who move through it 
all, eyes- front and trusting in God. Such leaders 
never bend the knee to Baal, to the idols of worldly 
success, to the lure of money or fame. Such leaders 
are a tower of strength to their fellows. They do not 
falter because their courage and strength come from 
God. 

In the spring of 1916 two men stood on the heights 
of battle-scarred Verdun, the rampart then, in the 
truest sense of the word, of freedom, for it blocked the 
path of the German armies to the heart of France and 
civilization. The two men anxiously scanned the scene 
before them. It was one to dismay the stoutest heart. 
Under their feet war had left its bloodstained furrows. 
The city was a heap of ruins, the outlying forts were 
either in the hands of the Germans or blown to frag- 
ments by their guns. The French regiments were 
exhausted. Had they not been French, they would 
have despaired. Before the two French generals, two 
men dear to the Catholic heart and to every true Amer- 
ican, Marshal Pétain and General de Castelnau, spread 
the unending lines of the men and guns and trenches 
of the German armies. Verdun seemed doomed. Yet, 
invincible in their faith and their patriotism, con- 
fident of the bravery of their men, of the destinies of 
their country and.of the protecting hand of the God 
of Armies, they exclaimed as they gazed upon the 
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‘serried phalanxes of the enemy: “They shall not 
pass!” A cry worthy of Sparta and Rome, still more 
so of the days of heroic France, the France of St. 
Louis and Joan of Arc. The words were backed by 
deeds. The Germans never set foot on the ramparts 
of Verdun. 

“They shall not pass.” Knights of Columbus, let 
that be your motto. Close your ranks to the on- 
slaughts of the enemies of your Faith, of your coun- 
try. The enemy has mustered his forces against the 
citadels of society, the home, the Catholic school, Catho- 
lic ideals, the sacred bond of marriage, property, author- 
ity, a true and sound reconstruction in the State, in indi- 
vidual, in social, industrial and economic life. The 
serried masses of Bolshevism, of anarchy, of Socialism, 
of infidelity ; skeptic materialists and scoffers will press 
hard upon you. Stand fast, Knights, for truth, for 
justice, for right, for law. Fling your challenge into 
their advancing squares. Form under the Sacred Banner 
of the Cross. Seal your brows, your hearts, your lives 
‘with its hallowed sign. In that sign, which has saved, 


redeemed and reconstructed the world, you too will 
conquer. 

















The Catholic School, the Country’s 
Bulwark 


Tue Rt. Rev. Ferpinanp Brossart, D.D. 


HERE shall we find a remedy for all the evil in the 

world today? In Christ, the Saviour of the world, 
and nowhere else. And how? By beginning at the founda- 
tion. By making democracy safe for the world through the 
one and only means possible, Christian education. “The 
superstition of the modern system of universal State edu- 
cation is a failure,” says Mr. Cram. It is necessarily god- 
less, therefore: without morality. It fails to reach the 
soul of man. “The will, that great power that dominates 
man, is left untouched” by the dogmatic truths and re- 
ligious convictions, and “is robbed of its supernatural 
assistance and no longer possesses the impulse to call 


upon it.” Man has ceased to pray for help from above, ~ 


because his education no longer teaches him the necessity 


) 


of prayer. Therefore, “unless there be a change in the “ 
pra) 


system of modern education, peace may be declared to- 
morrow, but the world will go on as before, with indus- 
trialism supreme and capitalism versus proletarianism, and 
with religion in a condition of heresy against heresy and 
all these against a thin simulacrum of Catholicity,” be- 
cause in such surroundings even Catholics run the risk 
and danger of becoming untrue to the sound, solid and 
unchangeable teachings of the Church of Christ. Even 
the elect run the risk of being engulfed in the mire of 
universal corruption. There must, therefore, first be a 
spiritual regeneration of the people. “Through suffer- 
ing and sorrow and privation, victory must be followed 
up by even a greater victory over the enemy at home, in 
religion, in philosophy and society, purging a chastened 
world of the last folly and the last wickedness of modern- 
ism. If the world return to the same system, the same 
hasis of judgment, the same standard of comparative 
values that held before the war, wHat then?” Mr. Cram 
savs that Russia has given the answer. 

In the complete reconstruction of the modern world, 
there is but one remedy: A thorough Christian education. 
The inculcation into the minds and hearts of all the people 
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of the Commandments of God and the infallible teachings 
of Christ, the Light of the world. As Catholics we know 
our duty. But, do we make the sacrifices necessary to con- 
tinue the world so admirably done in the Ages of Faith. 
Divorce is the curse of our age. Divorce from the bonds 
of the most sacred institution on the face of the earth, 
from the family ties, the foundation of society and di- 
vorce between religion and education: God and His re- 
ligion, the “Bride of Christ,” and Divine justice are ban- 
ished from the schools, and the bulk of men are reared 
without a knowledge of God or even of the Ten Com- 
mandments, and what have we a right to expect? Just 
what we are witnessing in so many lands today, and 
there will be more of it unless man learns effectively that 
“what God has joined together, let no man put asunder.” 
The enemy: of Christian éducation -is' everywhere at | 
work. Even in our most beloved land, perhaps more so 
today than ever. “Recent concerted action in various 
State legislaturés has made it evident that some secret 
agency is at work.under the plea of patriotism in op- 
position to freedom of education. The aim’is at our 
Catholic schools, which to every ‘sensible and thinking 
“mind are the great bulwark of legitimate authority and 
‘the safety of the State today. The Masonic Observer, 
-of Minneapolis, in a recent issue seems to have disclosed 
-the secret origin of this diabolical concerted movement. 
'After seeking to cast aspersion on the patriotism of some 
‘of ‘the parochial schools, it asserts that there should be 
“no such thing’as a parochial school. That all grade 
schools ‘should be simon-pure American public schools” 
atid no'other kind should be tolerated, and the time is 
‘near, it informs us, “when no other kind will be toler- 
ated.” ‘The authors of that movement are blind to the 
‘proof that the parochial schools of our country have 
-been the seminaries of the best sort of patriotism de- 
- veloped during the recent World War, which was fully 
evidenced by the ready response of hundreds of thou- 
- satids-6f Catholic young men to the call of our country, 
numbers far in excess to all proportion’of our Catholic 
‘population. Though this has been gratefully acknowl- 
edged by the high officials of the army. and navy, still, 
othis has: no convincing effect upon these ‘secret agents 
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of atheism and irreligion, who are ever at work to de- 
Christianize this as well as other countries. It behooves 
Catholics the world over, and here in our very midst, to 
be on the alert. They should be thoroughly grounded in 
their duty to God and country. They should fully re- 
alize that their right to the education of their children is 
a fundamental right. It is not a question of policy, but 
a question of sacred duty and Divine right. The parent 
has the first and supreme right to the child after God, 
and not the State. This follows clearly from the natural 
and positive Divine law. The parents are the representa- 
tives of God in regard to their children and not the State. 
No power on earth has a_ right to curtail that right of 
parents and any attempt to do so would conflict with the 
natural and Divine positive law. This natural and Divine 
positive law Catholic parents in America, as well as else- 
where, have, for grave reasons, delegated in part to the 
parochial school, and, therefore, the enemies of these 
schools offend seriously against the natural and Divine 
law. 
EDUCATION AND THE New Cope. 

The duties and rights of parents are clearly and briefly 
defined by the New Code of Canon Law. Canon 1113 
lays down the fundamental principle by saying: “Parents 
are bound to procure as far as possible the religious, 
moral, physical and civil education of their children, and 
to provide also for their temporal welfare.” The educa- 
tional aim of the Catholic Church is broad. It fits the young 
for their place in life both civil and religious. Canon 1372 
describes the mutual relation between parental duties and 
rights: “Parents and all who are in the place of parents 
have the right and most serious duty of procuring the 
Christian education of their children.” The Catholic 
parent recognizes this as a most sacred duty and right, not 
only to fit children to fill their station in life, but above all, 
to attain the end of their existence. They recognize the 
Catholic Church as. the Church of Christ, commissioned 
to teach “every creature” all things whatsoever Christ 
delivered to His Apostles. Therefore, they accept the 
teachings of the Church and her infallible guidance as to 
all their duties in this regard. They firmly believe that 
it is their sacred duty to have the Church teach their 
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children the doctrines of Christ and the unchangeable 
principles of Christian morality, so as to prepare them 
for their exalted destiny, life eternal. This mission the 
Church has always exercised ever since the foundation 
of Christianity. She has ever established schools wherein 
children are taught religion and morality at the same time 
that they are taught the things that fit them for civil 
life. She has ever guarded that nothing be taught in 
schools that may weaken their faith or endanger their 
morals, and that Christ should reign in the schools of 
Christian peoples as well as in their homes. This is 
clearly affirmed in Canon 1372: “All Catholics are to be 
brought up from childhood in such a way that not only 
»nothing be taught them which is opposed to the Catholic 
‘religion and to good morals, but so that religious and 
\moral training hold the first place,” for “the beginning 
of wisdom is the fear and knowledge of God. The 
‘atmosphere of the school wherein the child is taught 
must be Christian and not pagan. Tender plants of 
Catholic faith and morals cannot thrive in an atmosphere 
that is chilled by infidelity or heresy. Our first duty is 
to know God and His laws, true education therefore 
must secure that knowledge first and above all else. But 
the tendency of the age, of the spirit of the world in op- 
position to the spirit of God, is to relegate religion and 
morals to the background, or rather, to eliminate them 
completely. The Catholic Church knows from long ex- 
perience in teaching that the honor and respeet for Cath- 
olic teaching and morality can only be secured by Cath- 
olic teachers in Catholic schools. To secure this boon 
for her children the Catholic Church claims the right to 
found Catholic schools and, therefore, in ages past she 
decreed through the Third Council of the Lateran in 
1179, as follows: “Since the Church of God, like a good 
mother, is bound to provide so that the poor who can get 
no help from the wealth of parents should not be deprived 
of the opportunity of learning and making progress in 
letters, let a competent benefice be assigned in every 
cathedral church to a schoolmaster, who will teach clerics 
and poor scholars for nothing.” The fourth Lateran 
Council in 1215, extended this to all other countries. 
Here we have free public schools established by the 
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Catholic Church centuries before ours were even dreamt 
of. No wonder then that the New Code enacts in Canon 
1375: “That “the Church has the right to found schools of 
all kinds, not only elementary, but also secondary and 

higher schools, and of all grades.” It was therefore that 

throughout the ages of the past, the Ages of Faith, she 

established the oldest and most renowned universities 

of the world, at Paris, Oxford, Cambridge, Bologna, - 
Cologne, and many more, and she insisted then, as she 

does today in the New Code, that: “Religious instruction 
must be given in all the schools of whatever grade, suit- 
ably to the age of the scholars.” (Canon 1373.) 





The Church’s Mission in America Today 


Tue Rev. P. P. Crane. 


From a Sermon Delivered at the State Convention of 
the Missouri Knights of Columbus. 


I N the work of preserving America, is there room for 
the Catholic Church? Some tell us that the old 
Church was good enough for older ages and cruder 
times, but with this world-swing into democracy she 
is out of step with the times. They tell us that the 
Catholic Church is the only great autocracy remaining 
in the world. Those who speak thus know little of the 
Constitution given her by her Divine Founder, or the 
spirit that has guided her through the ages. True she 
has lived and flourished under kings and emperors. 
But there is the mighty historical fact that I present 
to you, today, that the greatest progress she has ever 
known is right here in America. In the last 150 years 
she has made greater gains, particularly under our 
democracy, than anywhere or at any time in a like pe- 
riod, in her long history. Never, never has she brought 
so many souls to Christ, never has she laid greater 
hold on the hearts of so many millions of péople, in a 
like period, than her achievement in our own United 
States. The proofs of the Church’s adaptability toa 
Democracy could be readily shown from her Founder, 
her doctrines and her history, but we must pass these 
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by, and leave to intelligent men and women to judge 
her by her fruits. 

Let us come to more concrete conditions. What 
definitely has the Church to hold out to our age and 
country? Has she, in these critical times, any positive 
program for social action and guidance ? For I have 
said that one of our privileges of service is towards the 
State. Let me give you only the summary of social 
principles laid down by Pius X. He tells us that our 
aims should be as follows: 

(1) To combat anti-Christian civilization by every 
just and lawful means, and to repair the grievous dis- 
orders that flow from it. (2) To re-instate Jesus 
Christ in the ‘family, the school and society. (3) To 
re-establish the principle that human authority repre- 
sents that of God. (4) To take to our hearts the in- 
terests of the people, especially those of the working 
and agricultural classes—and to improve their eco- 
nomic condition. (5) To endeavor to make public laws 
conformable to justice, and to amend or suppress those 
that are not so. (6) Finally, with a true Catholic spirit 
to defend and support the rights of God in everything, 
and no less the sacred rights of His Church. 

And as a working principle of all our action and the 
motive of all our effort, to restore all things in Christ. 
Here is a program of social action that would place 
all the nations on the surest way to prosperity and be 
the safest defense of their security. Since we love 
America, our country, let us grapple these principles to 
our souls with hoops of steel, ‘making them the inspira- 
tion of our lives. 

In a letter from our Most Reverend Archbishop that 
will be read to you during this convention, he asks, 
among other things, that you stand for individualism 
and its healthy development, according to the standard 
of Christian ethics, as expressed in the sanctity of the 
marriage bond, the stability of the home and the de- 
velopment of Christian education. Here surely is 
very definite room for action. These are issues that 
are fundamental and vital to democracy. Their im- 
mediate foe is Socialism, or State Absolutism. Indi- 
vidualism means the non-interference. of the State in 
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the affairs of the individual, especially those affairs 
that pertain to him as a natural or supernatural right. 
Now the sancity of the marriage bond, the stability of 
the home and the Christian education of the child are 
among such rights, and the State should not interfere 
with them. To you, Knights of Columbus, ahd to all 
Christian men is given the high privilege of preventing 
the State from entering into such undemocratic prin- 
ciples. Marriage was made holy by God himself. Its 
sanctity rests on thé sanction of God. Therefore for 
the State to legislate in any way that would destroy, 
or lessen that sanctity is wrong. 
PRESERVE THE HOME 

You are asked to preserve the stability of the home. 
The home is the foundation of the social structure, as 
the home, or the family is the unit on which it is built. 
Preserve and protect it and the social fabric is secure; 
allow its sanctity to be invaded and social distintegra- 
tion must follow. The surest way to promote the stab- 
ility of the home, is to be home-builders yourselves. 
Earth’s mirror of the Triune God is the family: Father, 
mother, children, all knit in a holy bond through the 
presence and graces of the Blessed Saviour. One of the 
dangerous evils of the times is the attack that is being 
made on the home. There are base men and women 
who would destroy it through the introduction of di- 
vorce and free-love into society. This you must ever 
oppose with all the might of your Christian manhood 
and American citizenship. 

You are asked to promote the liberty of Christian 
education. This issue is most seriously worthy of our 
attention at the present time, because of the agitation, 
manifest in many parts of our country, to create a 
‘State absolutism in the field of education, subjecting 

the Church’s educational efforts to State interference 
and even servile State control. We are not afraid of 
any measures that have for their honest purpose the 
better education of the future American citizen; that 
we welcome. The State may educate, yes, but for the 
State to claim a monopoly of education is a claim we 
cannot allow, because it is destructive of democracy 
and productive of political absolution. It is, moreover, 
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a denial of a natural right of the parent. Hence the 
need of a healthy individualism. If we are to live 
under a democracy we must assert the right of -or- 
dering our own lives and the lives of our children in the 
way of life eternal. The path to this is the Christian 
education for our youth, an education that has Christ 
and His teachings in its knowledge. The Church of 
God, in these dreary days, is calling upon us Catholic 
men to defend the right of the parent, the right of the 
helpless child, and the right of youth in the question 
of education. Shall we not be true to our charge, and 
say with the high privilege of our American manhood 
that the State shall not invade our rights? 











